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Letter	
  to	
  Oregon	
  Department	
  of	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  

From	
  Scientists	
  on	
  Wolf	
  Recovery	
  
	
  
	
  
We,	
  the	
  undersigned	
  scientists,	
  are	
  writing	
  to	
  express	
  our	
  concern	
  that	
  now	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  
delist	
  the	
  gray	
  wolf	
  in	
  Oregon.	
  Continued	
  state	
  Endangered	
  Species	
  Act	
  (ESA)	
  protections	
  are	
  
essential	
  for	
  allowing	
  existing	
  populations	
  to	
  stabilize	
  and	
  expand	
  into	
  other	
  suitable	
  
habitat.	
  Milestones	
  should	
  be	
  celebrated,	
  but	
  meaningful	
  recovery	
  is	
  not	
  complete	
  in	
  
significant	
  portions	
  of	
  suitable	
  habitat	
  in	
  the	
  state.	
  Prematurely	
  weakening	
  gray	
  wolf	
  protections	
  
is	
  likely	
  to	
  reverse	
  years	
  of	
  progress,	
  put	
  recovery	
  in	
  jeopardy,	
  and	
  exacerbate	
  conflict.i	
  ii	
  	
  iii	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  urge	
  ODFW	
  to:	
  
	
  
Maintain	
  ESA	
  status	
  for	
  gray	
  wolves	
  and	
  foster	
  coexistence	
  by	
  getting	
  ahead	
  of	
  –	
  rather	
  than	
  
reacting	
  to	
  –	
  conflict.	
  	
  Some	
  suggestions	
  for	
  doing	
  this	
  are	
  to:	
  
	
  

• Focus	
  on	
  positive	
  aspects	
  of	
  wolf	
  recovery,	
  native	
  predators,	
  and	
  healthy	
  landscapes	
  
	
  

• Conduct	
  and	
  facilitate	
  research	
  regarding	
  wolves	
  and	
  conflict	
  deterrence	
  measures	
  and	
  
	
  

• Provide	
  landowners	
  with	
  information	
  that	
  will	
  assist	
  in	
  reducing	
  potential	
  conflicts	
  
	
  
Like	
  all	
  native	
  wildlife,	
  wolves	
  are	
  an	
  enormous	
  asset	
  to	
  the	
  biological	
  diversity	
  of	
  our	
  state,	
  
ecosystem	
  services,	
  and	
  quality	
  of	
  life.	
  Wolf	
  recovery	
  is	
  overwhelmingly	
  supported	
  by	
  Oregonians.	
  
After	
  years	
  of	
  making	
  excellent	
  progress	
  toward	
  recovery,	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  shame	
  to	
  stop	
  before	
  the	
  
final	
  goal	
  is	
  accomplished.	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  
We	
  offer	
  our	
  expertise	
  and	
  support	
  for	
  such	
  an	
  effort	
  and	
  extend	
  our	
  thanks	
  to	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  
leadership	
  on	
  wildlife	
  conservation	
  issues.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Signed:	
  
	
  
Robert	
  L.	
  Beschta,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  Emeritus	
  
Forest	
  Ecosystems	
  and	
  Society	
  
Oregon	
  State	
  University	
  
	
  
Michael	
  Paul	
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Ruth	
  H.	
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  Chair	
  of	
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  and	
  Professor	
  of	
  Environmental	
  Philosophy	
  and	
  
Ethics	
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  University	
  
	
  
Luke	
  Painter,	
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Department	
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  Fisheries	
  and	
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  University	
  
	
  
	
  



David	
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  M.S.	
  
Wildlife	
  Biologist	
  -­‐	
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Science	
  Advisor	
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William	
  J.	
  Ripple,	
  Ph.D.	
  	
  
Distinguished	
  Professor	
  of	
  Ecology	
  	
  
Oregon	
  State	
  University	
  
Corvallis,	
  Oregon	
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