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Delisting wolves will

mean an increase in

illegal killing
Yet the Trump administration proceeds with removing

Endangered Species Act protections

BY ADRIAN TREVES

NOVEMBER 2, 2020

We know the consequences of delisting wolves — that is, removing Endangered
Species Act (ESA) protections for gray wolves — as President Trump's administration
announced it was doing on Oct. 29. Scientists can now predict the future for wolves
with some certainty.
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Thousands of wolves will certainly be killed. We know this because it is happening
now in Idaho and because each time federal protection under the ESA was relaxed in
the past (six times in Michigan and Wisconsin), private hunters, trappers and
hounders did their part, and government agents using poison, explosives, shooting
and aerial gunning did the rest. This time is unlikely to differ given those in power
now are more anti-wolf than past administrations.

The Office of Management and Budget’s Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs
concluded its review of the rule on Oct. 26. Before then, I met virtually with them to
explain what I think is the most important science, and how I thought delisting would
increase environmental crime, cost livestock owners more, lead to more animal
deaths, and waste taxpayer money.

Crime follows legalizing wolf-killing: We will probably see a spike in the crime of
poaching, or illegal killing. Poaching doesn't just happen in faraway places like Africa,
nor does it seem noble like Robin Hood’s acts. Poaching has been the major source of
mortality for gray, red and Mexican wolves in the U.S. (all endangered species
protected explicitly from intentional and unintentional harm). Poaching is often
intentional, hide-the-evidence crime, some of it organized by pro-trophy hunting and
pro-gun groups and the rest by "delinquent hunters" (another euphemism for those
irresponsible with guns). The latest estimate by Francisco Santiago-Ávila in 2020
suggests as many wolves will be poached as are intentionally killed by the state
agents. White House policy invites crime in this case.

Wolf killing begets more killing. There are two reasons why an accelerating number of
wolves and domestic animals are likely to die after delisting. The first is that the men
who want to kill wolves will ask to kill yet more wolves. Christine Browne-Nuñez’s
work in 2015 made that clear. The apologists for wolf-killing will also trot out the
debunked claims that legal killing reduces poaching and raises tolerance for wolves.
Survey research with Wisconsin residents conducted five times since 2001
culminated in Jamie Hogberg’s 2015 research that suggests human attitudes soured to
wolves and inclinations to poach them increased among men living in Wisconsin’s
wolf range after delisting — and the biggest death toll since wolf-bounties were
enacted. Killing to conserve is myth.
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Farmers might lose more livestock. More wolf killing is likely to spur more wolf
attacks on domestic animals. Namely, stable wolf packs prefer to hunt deer, not
livestock. Wolf packs suffering human persecution might break into smaller
fragments. Think of a sports team that lost teammates but has to play on — not for
imaginary points but food to avoid starvation. The survivors might go after the more
predictable big herds in fenced pastures, because the team used to hunt wily, fast,
unpredictable deer. So the risk to domestic animals and people might increase.
Scientists now think wolf killing is a shot in the dark. Moreover public hunting,
trapping and hounding seasons are usually done in the wrong place, at the wrong time
of year, by folks with no idea who is the culprit. Research by over two dozen scientists
from a dozen nations now agrees that killing predators has a poor track record of
success and the evidence is better for non-lethal methods tested with the gold-
standard of randomized controlled experiments (as reported in 2018 by Lily van
Eeden and 21 top scientists).

Another issue that might trouble us and the federal government is that Native
American nations in our region view the wolf as brother and companion. Tribes
oppose state policies on wolves. So expect another round of tension between the
sovereign tribes and the co-sovereign states of our region with federal treaty rights as
supreme under the U.S. Constitution. Those state and tribal tensions affected fishing,
wild rice, deer, and many other natural resource issues in the past. Given a federal law
protecting eagles from poaching, a similar one designating wolves as non-game
doesn’t seem far-fetched.

We can also predict the response of scientists because last year four scientists and I
reviewed the White House’s science behind its proposal to delist gray wolves. Each of
us found major shortcomings in the proposal. Most scientists seem intimidated about
contradicting governments because wildlife grant dollars flow from agencies. Many
scientists are unable to advocate for the public because their donors might not like
transparency. That system needs reform against corruption, but today’s battle is for
the Endangered Species Act and the security of wolves that taxpayers have paid so
much to ensure for the last four decades.
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Adrian Treves is a professor at the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies, UW-
Madison.

Did you find this article useful?
Please consider supporting us today. We need support from readers like you to help
us continue to deliver high-quality journalism that is independent and available to
everybody. Every contribution, big and small, is valuable and appreciated. Thank
you.

Support

Isthmus

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION  U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE  CONSERVATION

RELATED

Land stewards in training

What will happen to our parks and natural

areas in decades to come when the

boomers have signed their last check and

pulled their last garlic mustard plant?

MAR 5, 2020

COMMENTS

Type subject here...

RSS

CAITLIN WILLIAMSON

NEWS OPINION FOOD & DRINK A & E MUSIC SCREENS EVENTS

SUPPORT ISTHMUS

https://isthmus.com/topics/trump-administration/
https://isthmus.com/topics/u.s.-fish-wildlife-service/
https://isthmus.com/topics/conservation/
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fisthmus.com%2Fopinion%2Fopinion%2Fdelisting-wolves-will-mean-an-increase-in-illegal-killing%2F&title=Delisting%20wolves%20will%20mean%20an%20increase%20in%20illegal%20killing%20-%20Isthmus%20%7C%20Madison%2C%20Wisconsin
https://isthmus.com/news/news/recruiting-millennials-to-become-conservation-advocates/
https://isthmus.com/opinion/opinion/index.rss
https://isthmus.com/news/news/recruiting-millennials-to-become-conservation-advocates/
https://isthmus.com/news
https://isthmus.com/opinion
https://isthmus.com/food-drink
https://isthmus.com/arts
https://isthmus.com/music
https://isthmus.com/screens
https://isthmus.com/all-events
https://api.pico.tools/pn/Isthmus
https://isthmus.com/


11/5/2020 Delisting wolves will mean an increase in illegal killing - Isthmus | Madison, Wisconsin

https://isthmus.com/opinion/opinion/delisting-wolves-will-mean-an-increase-in-illegal-killing/ 5/5

 NEWS  OPINION  FOOD & DRINK  A & E  MUSIC  SCREENS  EVENTS

SUPPORT ISTHMUS

Isthmus is © 2020 Red Card Media | All rights reserved | Madison, WI | USA | CONTACT | CLASSIFIEDS | PRIVACY

POLICY

Built with Metro Publisher™

News

Cover Stories

Snapshot

Madweek

Opinion

Citizen Dave

Savage Love

Cartoons

Feedback

The new colossus

Reviews

Beer

Food for Thought

Food News

Isthmus Dining

Behind the Brews

Car to Table

Restaurant Directory

Visual Arts

Books

Comedy

Emphasis

Stage

Music Calendar

Isthmus Live Sessions

Vinyl Cave

Picks Playlists

Movies

TV & Video

Games

Calendar

Isthmus Picks

Isthmus Events

Photo Galleries

NEWS OPINION FOOD & DRINK A & E MUSIC SCREENS EVENTS

SUPPORT ISTHMUS

https://www.facebook.com/IsthmusMadison
http://www.twitter.com/isthmus
https://www.youtube.com/user/IsthmusMadison
https://soundcloud.com/isthmusmadison
http://www.instagram.com/isthmusmadison
http://isthmus.com/api/rss/content.rss
https://isthmus.com/news
https://isthmus.com/opinion
https://isthmus.com/food-drink
https://isthmus.com/arts
https://isthmus.com/music
https://isthmus.com/screens
https://isthmus.com/all-events
https://api.pico.tools/pn/Isthmus
https://isthmus.com/contact
https://isthmus.com/classifieds
https://isthmus.com/privacy-policy
https://www.metropublisher.com/
https://isthmus.com/news/news
https://www.isthmus.com/topics/isthmus-cover-story/
https://isthmus.com/news/snapshot
https://isthmus.com/news/madweek
https://isthmus.com/opinion/opinion
https://isthmus.com/opinion/citizen-dave
https://isthmus.com/opinion/savage-love
https://isthmus.com/opinion/cartoons
https://isthmus.com/opinion/feedback
https://isthmus.com/opinion/the-new-colossus
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/reviews
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/beer
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/food-for-thought
https://isthmus.com/topics/food-news/
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/dining
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/behind-the-brews
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/car-to-table
https://www.isthmus.com/search/location/local-dining/#ord=alpha&category=0
https://www.isthmus.com/topics/visual-art
https://isthmus.com/arts/books
https://isthmus.com/arts/comedy
https://isthmus.com/arts/emphasis
https://isthmus.com/arts/stage
https://isthmus.com/search/event/music-calendar
https://isthmus.com/music/isthmus-live-sessions
https://isthmus.com/music/vinyl-cave
https://isthmus.com/music/picks-playlists
https://isthmus.com/screens/movies
https://isthmus.com/screens/tv-video
https://isthmus.com/screens/games
https://isthmus.com/search/event/calendar-of-events/
https://isthmus.com/search/event/isthmus-picks
https://isthmus.com/all-events/isthmus-events
https://isthmus.com/all-events/photos
https://isthmus.com/news
https://isthmus.com/opinion
https://isthmus.com/food-drink
https://isthmus.com/arts
https://isthmus.com/music
https://isthmus.com/screens
https://isthmus.com/all-events
https://api.pico.tools/pn/Isthmus
https://isthmus.com/

