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Wisconsin's wolf management becomes political

Sustained Yield recommendations presented to the Wolf Advisory Committee pertaining to
Wisconsin's wolf population have not been followed. According to Sustained Yield theory,
which analyzes both compensatory and additive mortality effects on wildlife populations,
Wisconsin may sustain an annual harvest of 43 wolves without significantly destabilizing the
population.

According to this well-established model for wildlife management, attempting to manage
Wisconsin's wolf population to an arbitrarily and unscientifically established number -- 350,
or about 40% of the present population -- risks repeat extirpation and a return to federal
management.

That Wisconsin's winter wolf count represents a minimum population is often cited by people
who do not advocate for wolf conservation. What is not often cited is that 75% of wolf pups
do not survive their first winter.

Additionally, 25% of wolf adults die annually. Additionally, when we non-selectively kill
wolves that are existing on the landscape without causing conflict with humans, we may
encourage higher rates of livestock depredation since a pack can kill livestock more easily
and with fewer members.

We used to rely on our DNR biologists, the experts in wildlife management, to inform our
policies in wildlife management. There was a time when the DNR secretary was not politically
appointed. However, DNR biologists have been muzzled with apparent threats of retaliatory
action, and UW faculty barred from sitting on decision making committees. Also, the citizen-
based population monitoring was severely compromised when about 40% of Wisconsin
volunteer wolf trackers resigned in protest of the hastilyimplemented 2011 hunting season.

Proponents of retaining federal protections for wolves argue that just this type of politically
based management does not protect or sustain the ecological benefits of apex predators on
the landscape, nor does it serve in any way to increase public tolerance through education.

It appears humans need more than 40 years for fear-based hatred to evolve to
understanding and coexistence.

Laura Menefee is wolf and predator conservation chair, Executive Committee, Conservation
Committee, Sierra Club, John Muir Chapter.
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