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Wisconsin's wolf management becomes political

Associated Press
The DNR set a goal of 251 wolves for this hunting season, which will run through the end of
February.
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This year, the long-standing Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Wolf Science and
legislatively mandated Stakeholders Committees were wiped out by order of the DNR
secretary. In their place, the Wolf Advisory Committee was created, membership "by
invitation only" from the DNR Secretary. Twenty-five of the 26 members are wolf removal
agents.

Meanwhile, members of the Bear Hunters' Association instigated resolutions to cull Wisconsin
wolves in 18 counties -- the same bear hunters who were instrumental in the expedited
implementation of wolf hunting and trapping legislation, mandating the use of dogs on
wolves, even though the majority of Wisconsin residents oppose the use of dogs on wolves,
as demonstrated both in polls and in the Conservation Congress Hearings.

Although the Wolf Advisory Committee may have considered data presented by University of
Wisconsin faculty, who have been barred by the DNR secretary from sitting on wildlife
committees, the membership has not followed scientifically informed recommendations. They
rejected the well-defended need for refuge areas. They also rejected the need for more
conservative quotas. Additionally, they have rejected findings in social science, specifically
the research of Dr. Adrian Treves and the Carnivore Coexistence Lab that indicates hunting
does not "increase social tolerance."

Advertisement

ACROSS THE BOARD

The Journal Sentinel Editorial
Board’s blog on the day’s
happenings as they happen.

Step forward for Archdiocese and
victims? (1)

Close the Chicago canal and stop the
carp (4)

Sand mining bill needs adjusting
(3)

View All Blog Posts

Advertisement
Safari Power Saver
Click to Start Flash Plug-in

TOP STORIES

Assembly set to
take up voting
bills in marathon
session

MU voice Steve
'The Homer' True
hurt in accident

Obama admin.
posts low health
care signups

Salvation Army
says bell-ringing
Santa meant no
harm giving kids
toys

MORE NEWS

Assembly set to
take up voting
bills in marathon
session

Today's Paper

Subscribe
Subscriber

Login Search JSOnline

News Watchdog Opinion Sports Business Food Entertainment Lifestyle Multimedia Marketplace Jobs Autos Homes

By Laura Menefee Nov. 8, 2013

326RecommendRecommend

http://nym1.ib.adnxs.com/click?AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAArXo3A9Cu8_AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAOaiOJG7OMlqZXQxtdH60G9BwoRSAAAAAKeXHABUBQAA5QAAAAIAAABD4igA3bEEAAAAAQAAAAAAVVNEANgCWgDG_AAAAAAAAgEAAQIAAIgAbRjDZgAAAAA./referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fnym1.ib.adnxs.com%2Fif%3Fenc%3DAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAPA_AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAFsWeeSKKLkCfxCezydRUjtAwoRSAAAAAKSXHABUBQAAVAUAAAIAAABGm48A3bEEAAAAAQAAAAAAVVNEANgCWgDVUgAAAAAAAgIAAQIAAIoAKhJCXAAAAAA.%26vpid%3D374%26media_subtypes%3D1%26ct%3D0%26dlo%3D1/clickenc=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.givology.org%2Fgiv-now%2F%3Futm_source%3Dappnexus%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Dappntraffic
http://www.jsonline.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/news
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fwisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html&text=Wisconsin's%20wolf%20management%20becomes%20political&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fwisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fwisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jsonline.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fwisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/wisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html#
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/wisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html#
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/wisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html?page=1
http://www.jsonline.com/rss?c=y&path=/news/opinion
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3e9a/4/9e/%2a/y;276817023;10-0;0;104779415;2321-160/600;56371827/56261042/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://pixel.mathtag.com/click/img?mt_aid=2935020766024402749&mt_id=549907&mt_adid=114725&mt_sid=293775&mt_uuid=b9a25284-c23e-4c64-9efa-62ab9b0cc53c&redirect=http://www.llbean.com?qs=3087177_516_MEDI_HLDY_DFA
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/231784381.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/231784381.html?page=1
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/230906431.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/230906431.html?page=1
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/229282561.html
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/229282561.html?page=1
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/acrosstheboard.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/marathon-assembly-session-thursday-to-take-up-voting-bills-b99141961z1-231802441.html
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/mu-voice-steve-the-homer-true-hurt-in-accident-b99142346z1-231852271.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/usandworld/national/house-oversight-panel-probes-health-website-woesee9104c2a947496c8d9b69ac2bc3a84c-231697171.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/salvation-army-reverses-decision-about-bell-ringer-b99142378z1-231838331.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/marathon-assembly-session-thursday-to-take-up-voting-bills-b99141961z1-231802441.html
http://milwaukeejournalsentinel.wi.newsmemory.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/subscription/faq
https://subscriberservices.jsonline.com/subscribe
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/wisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html?subscriber_login=y
http://www.jsonline.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/news
http://www.jsonline.com/watchdog
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion
http://www.jsonline.com/sports
http://www.jsonline.com/business
http://www.jsonline.com/features/food
http://www.jsonline.com/entertainment
http://www.jsonline.com/fresh
http://www.jsonline.com/multimedia
http://www.jsonline.com/classified
http://jobs.jsonline.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/autos/
http://www.jsonline.com/homes/


11/14/13 4:12 PMWisconsin's wolf management becomes political

Page 2 of 3http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/wisconsins-wolf-management-becomes-political-b99138197z1-231179181.html

7 Comments »
Read and share your thoughts on this story.

From around the web
How Liberal are you? This short quiz
will tell you. (iSideWith.com)

Details About 14-Year-Old Charged
With Murdering Math Teacher Are
Chilling (Articles in the News)

Guess how many Americans support
the Obamacare plan? (iSideWith)

Body found in ditch identified as
missing college student (ArcaMax)

Embarrassing: The Most Cringeworthy
Cars of the Past 10 Years (Wall St.
Cheat Sheet)

More from the Journal Sentinel
James E. Causey - The new Trayvon
Martin case?

DNR looking for a few good carnivore
trackers

Bob Wolfley - Bo Ryan called out in
Colin Cowherd's new book

Kenosha casino decision could take
months, Gov. Scott Walker says

Milwaukee infant dies after co-sleeping
with mother, sister

Sheriff 'confident' remains found in
burn pit are of missing teen

E-mail Newsletter
The latest local news delivered to your inbox Monday-Friday during the 2
p.m. hour – or whenever there’s big breaking news.
enter your e-mail address
Sign Up Now!

Enter your e-mail address above and click "Sign Up Now!" to begin receiving
your e-mail newsletter
Login or Register to manage all your newsletter preferences.

Sustained Yield recommendations presented to the Wolf Advisory Committee pertaining to
Wisconsin's wolf population have not been followed. According to Sustained Yield theory,
which analyzes both compensatory and additive mortality effects on wildlife populations,
Wisconsin may sustain an annual harvest of 43 wolves without significantly destabilizing the
population.

According to this well-established model for wildlife management, attempting to manage
Wisconsin's wolf population to an arbitrarily and unscientifically established number -- 350,
or about 40% of the present population -- risks repeat extirpation and a return to federal
management.

That Wisconsin's winter wolf count represents a minimum population is often cited by people
who do not advocate for wolf conservation. What is not often cited is that 75% of wolf pups
do not survive their first winter.

Additionally, 25% of wolf adults die annually. Additionally, when we non-selectively kill
wolves that are existing on the landscape without causing conflict with humans, we may
encourage higher rates of livestock depredation since a pack can kill livestock more easily
and with fewer members.

We used to rely on our DNR biologists, the experts in wildlife management, to inform our
policies in wildlife management. There was a time when the DNR secretary was not politically
appointed. However, DNR biologists have been muzzled with apparent threats of retaliatory
action, and UW faculty barred from sitting on decision making committees. Also, the citizen-
based population monitoring was severely compromised when about 40% of Wisconsin
volunteer wolf trackers resigned in protest of the hastilyimplemented 2011 hunting season.

Proponents of retaining federal protections for wolves argue that just this type of politically
based management does not protect or sustain the ecological benefits of apex predators on
the landscape, nor does it serve in any way to increase public tolerance through education.

It appears humans need more than 40 years for fear-based hatred to evolve to
understanding and coexistence.

Laura Menefee is wolf and predator conservation chair, Executive Committee, Conservation
Committee, Sierra Club, John Muir Chapter.
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